Suggested Supplies—Kiri Guyaz Watercolor Classes:  

I try to keep it simple so as not to overwhelm with too many choices. Different brands are fine. If you can find an equivalent item cheaper elsewhere, go for it!

Watercolor paper:  140lb. cold-pressed. You can buy either pads of paper (for example, Kilimanjaro Pads, which have 20 pages of 9”x12” paper for $12.79); or by sheets which you can cut to different sizes (for example, the Kilimanjaro sample pak, 16 sheets of 11”x15” for $10.89).

Brushes:  At least these two:  1)  A good Calligraphy brush (such as the 3/8”x1-15/16” brush for $2.79), or a #10 round watercolor brush (app. $5-7 depending on brand).     2)  A Rigger (such as Golden Fleece’s 6/8”x1/16” Rigger at $3.39), or a fine detail watercolor brush you like (think very thin!).

Paint:  You need at least the basic rainbow colors—at least 6 colors, including red, yellow, green, blue, brown and either Payne’s gray or black.  The cheapest school sets are 8-colors for $3.69 or 16 colors for $8.19. For higher quality paints, you can buy Van Gogh’s Field Box (12 colors) for $19.49, or Cotman’s Compact Set (14 colors) for $19.59, both of which include a travel brush. You can also buy individual tubes if you want colors not in the set—Grumbacher, Van Gogh, & Cotman are among the cheaper brands.

Palette:  Sets of paint usually include a palette. If not, you can use a clean styrofoam meat tray or one like the plastic folding palette ($3.55).

Water Jug or Jar:  Anything will do—old plastic peanut butter jar, a gallon jug with half the front and lid cut away, a clean tin can, etc.!

Lap Desk or Drawing Board:  Anything on hand will do that you can tape paper to.

Some Old Sheet Scraps, or Paper Towel

Salt (Table, Kosher, Sea Salt, whatever!)

A little plastic wrap

Masking Tape

Scissors & a Pencil

Old credit card or stiff plastic card you don’t mind getting paint on

Kneaded eraser ($1.59 each or $1.90 for 2-pak) (this kind won’t tear paper)

A folder, envelope or plastic bag to carry art in

Any bag/container to carry all your stuff

Supplies can be expensive—the good news is that good paper and good paint will not only last longer, they are easier to work with. Most important, buy what you can afford, because it’s your innate creativity that makes art, not the tools!

